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To  the  Delegates  of  the 

We^ern  Liberal  Convention 

Winnipeg,  August,  1917 


Voii  liavc  lift'U  cmIU'iI  t(>li<'tli<'i-  to  IMC 
IHIR'    !i    iHOKii'ssivc    M!itioii:il      iiliitfniin. 
Tlic  time  is  (i|iiiiirtimt'.     Tlifiv  iUi'  iiiiiny 
inoiiit'iitiioiis    (iiii'stidiis    t'ariiijt    tin'    imiii- 
trv  wliifh  iiiiist  lio  mot  vi'iv  mm.ii.  S.  ikhis 
pnil.lciiis   will   iiriso  after   tin-   -var,  surli 
as    till'    ii'-oiijani/.Mtion    <>f    iiuliistry.    tin' 
qiicstiiia    of    (Miiployiiifut,    |iroviiliiis;    f«r 
an   I'lioiiaous   pulilii-    ilelit,    laiwl    lor   r-ol 
iliers,  till'   very   urjieiit    railway   iirohleiii. 
ete.      There   is   grave   ilanner   of   a    very 
serious    perioil    of    deiiressiou     followiiii; 
the  su.lclen   relief  of  the  war  strain  an.! 
the  general  re-orj;ani/.atioii  ami  re  a.ljiist 
meat    of    our    commereial,    tiiiamial    ;ni.l 
imlustrial     life    which     will    imineiH.i'.ely 
hecome    neressary.       Von    will    rememliei 
that  aliout  the  time  tin    war  was  so  -iii.! 
(leiMy  forceil  u|ioa  us.  iuiiMii|)hiyii:(iit  'm.' 
vaih"l   to  an  alarmiiis;  extent  thri>ii<;lioiit 
Caiia'la.       Kvery    eity    was    .lowaeil    vvitli 
uiiemi'loyecl    men    aii'l    u-.muMi    ami  ^ie;it 
poverty  au'l  distress  prevailed.     A  similar 
situation   after  the  war  is  tcieatly  to   lie 
feared.      Wise    artion    now    in    iilann'mj,' 
for    the    future    will      greatly      Ticili.^i.i'e 
these  unfavorable  prospeits.     Indeed.  W" 
l,elieve    it    is    jiossilde    to    adopt   a    ii'dicy 
whiih    will    largely    prevent    the   develop 
ment    of   thi'si>   serious   rons<'inn'nees   and 
speedilv    r<>store   th.e    nation    to    a    sound 
ami     healthy    basis.       The    situation     is 
therefore    urgent.      The   iirot;ressive   men 
(d'    Kasteru    »'ana.l!i    are    looking    to    the 
west    to   take    tlie    leaii.      fc>liMll    we    prove 
equal   to   the  occasion .' 

i-'oremost  amou},'  the  j;ri'at  loobhMns 
whicli  must  be  immeiliately  faced  is  tliat 
of 

Financing  the  Nation. 

.\  Ion;;  period  of  extravasaiit  and  unwise 
yiivernment.  sudi  for  instance  as  tliat  in 
connection  with  the  i'ailw;i>  poli.-y.  had 
alreioly  placet!  a  heavy  h.ad  of  debt  up- 
on the  country  previous  to  the  war.  Since 
then  it  has  expanded  at  a  trenn'ndous 
rate.  It  is  evidi'ut  tliat  there  will  have 
to  be  a  complete  reorganization  of  our 
system  of  taxation.  It  is  absolntelx' 
nei-essary.  in  order  to  avoi.l  iil,-icimr  a 
burden  iipon  the  country  that  will  prove 
disastrous,  to  provicje  for  necessary  rev 
enues  in   a   w.ay  tliat   will  be  the  le.ast  op 


pressive  to  the  pc.ple.  We  believe  that 
all  nece-sary  revenne  can  be  proviih'd  in 
a  way  that  will  not  only  be  less  op?. res 
si\e  than  by  our  present  syst.MU,  but  that 
will  not  b."  at  .all  oppressive.  Imlee.l,  we 
b.'lie\c  it  lan  be  provided  in  a  way  tliat 
will  have  a  buoyant  ami  stimulatinn  I'f 
tect  upon  the  industry  and  development 
of    the   country. 

The  Power  of  Taxation. 

Tiixation  is  the  most  important  power 
which  a  ;;overnment  may  possess.  The 
system  of  taxation  in  etTe.  t  will  always 
exert  a  trememlous  inllmmce  upon  the 
condition  of  the  country.  Industry  and 
production  may  be  emoura«ed  by  wise 
tax.-itioii.  or  oppressed  by  burdensome 
charges  to  such  an  extiMit  its  to  ca\ise 
whoh'sah'  unemployment  and  poverty.  My 
t.-ixa'i.rn    we  may  open   unlimited   avemn's 

lor    tl:e    prolitabh     pruducti f    wealth. 

(11  we  nuiy  so  restrict  opportunity  for 
t'le  production  of  wealth  as  to  bririi;  dis 
tress  and  misery  npen  the  pcopK'.  I'.y 
unwise  taxation  we  h.ave  created  nmn 
opolies  that  have  plnnderi'd  the  people 
and  concentrated  vast  wealth  in  tin- 
hands  of  a  snuill  privileged  class.  Ily 
t.axation     vv.>    can    abidish     privilege    and 

I i.pidy   an. I   cause  an   ei|nitable  .listri 

bution  of  wealth.  If  we  are  to  beconu' 
prosper. ills  .v  f ter  the  war  an.l  avoi.l  the 
ilepiession  whicli  sei'Uis  imminent,  wi' 
must  cease  our  system  of  taxation  whi.h 
is  so  bui-.lensome  to  iiro.luction  an.l 
whii-h  has  le.l  to  such  vast  concait ration 
of  wealth,  tin. I  a.lopt  a  pol'.-y  which  will 
encour;me  pro.lmtion.  bri-ak  up  monop- 
olv  an.l  .lilTuse  the  prodt  of  pr.i.lucti.ni 
amonu  »h<'  people,  insteml  of  havin;;  it 
Ko  to  m;ike  liuue  f.irtunes  for  a  small 
pri\  ile^f.'.l    il.'.-s. 

The  Foundation  of  Prosperity. 

Our  child'  r.-sonr.e  is  lan. I.  We  have 
yreat  areas  of  aKri.'ultural  lan.l.  suited 
to  won.lerfnl  .liversity  of  pro.luction. 
Crain  lamls,  sto.-k  l;inds,  fr\iit  l.-inds.  et.-. 
(till-  timber  an.l  mineral  lamis  are  amouL' 
the  licli.'st  in  the  worhl.  Tln'se  lainN. 
with  our  lisheries.  water  powers,  et.-..  (;ive 
!W  nidimite.l  opportunity  for  the  em- 
ployment   of    labor    in    the    pro.iintion    .f 


w<'!llth.  Here  iiri'  tlii'  .iM'inics  wliicli  iri;i\ 
lie  <ip('iii'i|  iifi  t''ir  Kiiliiiiitol  |in  iliii'tiiiri 
ihmI  unliiiiitcil  ctiipldyiiiiMit  i>t'  lalmi'.  Km- 
iiiiM  t'l  Ih-  iMiiilili'  til  iilitiiiii  ciiiiiloymi'iit 
jii  tin'  iiiiilst  of  .ill  this  i>|i|iiii'tiiiiit.v  fur 
i'lli|i|c>yill»Mit  is  ;i  roMl'i'ssion  tli;it  <illl- 
(Miiiii'iini-     piilirv    li.'iM    hi'i'ii     fiiuiiilt'ij    on 

ITVOI- 

Cause  of  Unemployment. 

Till'  ri'jisnii  111?-  iiiit-rtiploynu'iit  in  tin' 
|':ist  is,  t)i!it  «'(>  ciifoTi'i'.l  !i  system  of  t.'ix- 
ntion  wliiili  plari'il  :i  linnlcn  iip:iii  those 
«lio  useil  hinil  nml  enio\ii;it;eil  the  lioM- 
injj  of  laml  iille  for  siieeulation.  Lnml 
inrlmles  niineriils.  tiniliors  iinil  nil  n:it- 
nrnl  opportunity  npon  nliicli  innn  ninv 
employ  his  Inlior  in  t  o  proihution  of 
nenltli.  Wealth  inenns  aMythinn  pro- 
ilnifil  )>y  Inlior  whirli  is  of  value  to  man. 
The  yre.'it  fortiiiies  of  Canaila  have  lieon 
ehiiily  olitaineil,  not  tlnoiifrli  tho  use  f 
lanil  in  |u  'ilneinK  wealth.  Init  thriui(;h 
the  « iMiliolilinjj  of  hnnl  from  those  who 
wisheii  to  use  it.  .Ml  these  fortunes  have 
eonu'  oi.t  of  the  eariiiiii^s  of  those  who 
have  useil  tin'  laml.  for  there  are  no 
other  nn'aus  of  proviilin;;  employment  ex 
eept  l>y  usinij  l.'iiul  anil  no  ot!n>r  ways  of 
proilmint;  wejilth  except  liy  usiinj  lanil. 
It  therefore  follows  that  those  who  have 
olitaineil  v:ist  fortunes  liy  speiiilatinij  iu 
tinilier.  Tuiueral.  roal.  .■((iricultural  or 
other  l;nii|  have  olit;iineil  it  out  of  the 
eaMiinsrs  of  those  who  liave  useil  the 
lauil.  The  people  have  maile  up  these 
fio-Mines  in  the  imreaseil  cost  of  liviuj;, 
whicli  means  reiluceil  earnin<;s  iuiil  lower 
w.'ii;es   for  the   masses. 

All  employment  results  from  the  use 
of  laml,  tinuiuh  not  always  applieil  ili- 
rectly  to  the  laml.  De  have  the  luimnry 
employment  ilirectly  upon  the  laml.  as 
iu  the  (rrowinj;  of  wheat,  r;iisinj;  live 
stock,  niiniug  coal  or  ii-on,  cutting  tini- 
lier, c.'itchint;  tisli  or  in  trapping  for 
furs.  Ir^ecouilarv  employnu'iit  iu  the 
shops  anil  factories  converts  these  raw 
proilucts  into  commoilities  suitable  for 
use.  Lauil  is  also  useil  in  all  seeouTlary 
employment.  The  factory  must  be  locat- 
eil  on  l.'iml.  The  economic  measure  of 
laml  is  not  area,  but  valm'.  The  most 
valuable  laml  is  in  the  cities  ami  is  \iseil 
for  factories,  shojis,  I'ailway  works,  etc. 
I.aU'l  is  therefore  necessary  for  emjiloy- 
meiit  all  th,.  way  through  from  the  prim- 
ary iiroilucor  to  the  consumer.  There- 
fore, in  oriler  to  create  unlimiteil  op))or- 
tunity  for  employment,  ami  uulimiteil 
opportunity  for  the  profitable  ]u-oiluctiou 
of  wealth,  we  must  ailnpt  a  policy  which 
will  fr'^>'  t'""  .'iccoss  to  laml  everywhere 
anil   alt  the  time. 

This  policy  can  be  establishe'l  in  full 
(  ITect    by    means   of   ttixatiou.      We   have 


simply  to  lease  lolhiwinn  a  p'an  of  t.'ix- 
ation  which  liunlens  ami  iucre.'ises  the 
ci  st  of  piii.luction  anil  locks  up  !;ini|  ami 
a. Ii.pt   i.iie   that    will 

Open  Up  the  Land 

to  the  people.  .\  policy  which  allows 
speculatiiis  to  hohl  lanil  i.lle  restricts 
pioilnction  of  wealth,  im-reases  the  cost 
of  prmlmtion,  causes  unemployment,  Iw- 
cause  there  is  no  employment  o\itsiile  of 
the  use  of  laml.  ami  results  in  poverty. 
Manifestly  the  snuml  policy  for  a  coun- 
try like  Canaila.  with  vast  umlevi'lopeil 
Tialnral  resources,  wouhl  be  to  give  every 
possible  eiu'iiuranfment  to  the  primary 
imlustry  of  proilnction  ilirect  from  the 
laml,  auil  in  so  iloint;  we  wouhl  also  en- 
couraRe  those  secomlary  imlustiies  to 
which  the  conntr.v  is  best  ailapteil.  The 
healthful  (;''owth  of  secomlary  imlustry 
lari  o:ily  arise  from  the  e.arlier  ilevelop- 
im>nt   of   primary   imlustry. 

In  oriler  to  trive  free  opjiortunity  for 
the  use  of  the  l:iml  we  must  abolish  all 
tax^Mon  which  presses  upon  those  who 
rriiliMM'  ilirectly  from  the  linnl,  ami  ilrive 
•  \it  the  specul.ators  who  stauil  in  the  way 
cf  those  who  wish  to  use  the  laml.  We 
must  make  it  easy  to  get  laml  ami  pro- 
livable  to  use  it.  We  must  abolish  nil 
t;ixation  upon  connnoilites.  that  is,  upon 
wealth  ami  Mnlustry,  anil  thus  remove  the 
ilirect  bunlen  of  ttixatiou  from  those  who 
use  the  laml.  Place  all  taxation  uiion 
laml  values,  ami  thus  the  speculator  will 
iie  ilriven  i.flT  .ami  the  way  left  ojien  to 
those  who  wish  to  use  the  laml.  We  can 
thus  make  it  easy  to  >;et  laml.  profitable 
to  \ise  it,  ami  unprofitable  to  lioM  it  out 
iif  use.  The  result  of  this  policy  wouhl 
be  to  vastly  increase  the  proilnction  of 
we.'ilth,  (live  opportunity  of  employment 
to  all  ami  secure  ;iu  eipiitable  ilistribu- 
tion  of  wealth,  as  it  wouhl  enable  proiliic- 
ers  to  retain  that  ]ioitinii  of  their  earn- 
ings which  is  now  confiscatoil  by  unwise 
taxation  ami  laml  sfieculators.  Xo 
.imount  of  K<>v<»rnmental  paternalism  will 
make  uti  for  the  biiiilen  of  taxation  ami 
restriction  which  jirimary  imlustry  in  this 
country  has  to  coiiteiul  with. 

Effect  of  Taxation. 

It  must  be  umlerstoml  that  the  taxa- 
tion of  l:iui|  values  has  exactly  the  opjio- 
site  effect  of  any  other  tax.  T:i' l.i); 
CI  mmoilities  increases  the  cost  to  the 
("usniner,  thereby  inci-easiii};  the  cost  of 
liviuK.  reiluciuf;  wiijfes.  checkiuc  liroiluc- 
ti  u  ami  t;i>nerally  )iroviuf;  a  bunlen.  It 
makes  the  things  taxeil  scarcer  ami  lianl- 
er  to  s'^t.  K\ery  other  way  of  imposing 
a  tax  that  can  be  ile\isei|,  except  taxing 
hiuil  values,  has  a  similar  efTeit.  All 
such    taxes   operate   to   check    prinlui'tion 


r'^'h'SJ^y  'i>/_ 


nihl  pliho  n  l>iir.|i'ii  iiimii  tlif  iifii|.i,  .  riny 
iii'i>  ,'ill  piii'l  iiiit  of  till'  I.'iIhii'  (','ij'iiiiiUH  I'l' 
tlu'  pi'iipli'.  A  t;ix  111!  I.'iihI  \nliiis,  .ni 
till'  ntlii'i-  linml,  i|in'-<  iiiit  iiicrcMM"  the  .i.st 
III'  l.'iiiil,  iiml  is  nut  |i!ii>l  out  ut'  tlu'  l.ilior 

(Mtlliil^'M    lit'     flu'     |ll'(l|l|r.        TllMt     i><,     it     illKW 

nut  iTilnrc  till'  rrl.iini'il  I'iirninK'*  ut'  iiny 
mil',  lii'f.'iiisi'  tin'  vnliic  ut'  l.'iinl  is  iii'iiti'il 
liy  fill'  (ipcrjitiiin  ut'  niitiirnl  l.iw,  ;nhl  it' 
this  \;iIm('  is  not  taki'n  I'ur  piililir  ii'V 
i-niM's  it  is  iilisuiln'il  liy  l.-iml  inunupoly.  It 
tht'ii't'iiii'  riinniit  iipi'tiiti'  ill  iiiiy  w.iy  to 
clii'ik  piiulintiun,  iinrcasi'  thi"  rust  iit'  pio- 
iliirtioii,  mil-  priivi'  Imriti'iisiiim'  to  the  pi'ii- 
pie.  On  till'  contiMiy,  it  will  stiinuhiti' 
piiiiliutiun  liy  iiKikinn  it  cMsicr  to  yet 
l.'iinl  Mini  iinrriisi'  tlu'  profits  of  Ijiliur 
ill  till'  ns»'  of  Ininl.  Tho  point  to  koop 
in  vii'w  is,  that  a  tax  on  land  values  does 

not  and  cannot  increase  the  cost  of  pro- 

•■'irtii  n.    Every  other  tax,  no  matter  how 

does  have  this  effect.   TIn'itfun' 

•!■      lijit  ,'i   stiniiihitiiiir  I'ffi'rt   w.ml.l 
'il  liy  nliulishiiii;  .-ill  tticso  tnxi's 
.  en  ck  proiliiction,  iinroiiso  tin'  I'ust 
•  ii  iiif;   iinil    ail'   ;;i'iii'i;illy    liiinli'iisonio, 

jui'l  nijiiptiii};  n  systi'in  whirli  woiihl  Iimm' 
I'xnctly  till'  oppositi'  ofToit.  WoiiM  not 
till'  iiiloption  of  suili  a  poliry  hiriri'ly 
olivlati'  tin'  I'vil  I'onijitions  of  uiioiniiluy- 
nn'iit,  Iiimii  I'ost  of  living,  I'tc,  from 
whirli  wi'  li.'ivc  siifTi'ii'il  in  tin'  past,  ami 
wliiili  thri'.ati'ii  ns  in  om'ii  a  inori'  aniti' 
form   afti'r   tin'   war.' 

Unemployment   After   the   War, 

Kiirthi'r  i-unsiili'r  wh:it  a  woinlorfnl  cf 
fi'rt  it  wonM  li.iM'  upon  tin.'  coiiiitiy  if 
till'  Ino.miu.iiiMi  :i,-ivs  of  lainl  In'lil  i.lli' 
liy  spi'cnlators  in  tin'  tlirt'c  prairio  pro- 
viini's  wi'ii-  thrown  upon  for  fii'c  si'ttli' 
mi'iit .'  Wonlil  tlii'ic  1)1'  ilaiidiT  of  amti' 
nnt'iiiploynii'nt  whi'n  tin'  sohlii'rs  ii'tiirn 
after  the  war,  if  these  lanils  were  free 
ami  aiiessilile  to  any  one  who  wisheil  to 
use  them.'  .Ml  over  Canaila  natural  op- 
portnnity  in  the  form  of  timlier,  miii- 
er.'il,  i-oal,  afjriinltnral  ami  other  lainl  is 
lu'lil  init  of  use  ami  out  of  reaeli  of  the 
people.  This  is  the  i-aiise  of  uneinploy 
nient,  liij;li  i-ost  of  livin;;,  perioilicaT 
"haril  times,"  poverty  ami  much  misery. 
To  ^ive  the  people  arccss  to  hunl  is 
equivalent  to  jjiviiiK  them  aeeess  to  pro- 
fit.'ilile   emplo     nent. 

N'o  plans  for  settliiif:  soMiers  or  otln'r> 
ui'iiii  lainl  are  at  all  romiiaralile  to  simply 
civiiii;  the  peo)ile  aiiess  to  laml.  This 
ran  lie  ai  rumplisheil  liy  aholisliin;,'  ,'ill 
other  forms  of  ta.xation  ami  coiicentiat- 
iiiu  all  ta.xation  on  laml  values.  Such 
a  system  of  tax.'itinn  wouM  tie  lioin'st 
■iinl  just  liecaiise  ;ill  laml  v.alues  are  ere- 
.-ite'l   liy  the  iireseiice  ami   iinlustry  of  the 


people,  the  ornanizat ion  of  u-ovenimeiit 
ami  the  pnlilic  expeinlitiires  .•iiiaiiiy  thci.' 
friirii.  Why  is  n;itural  uppurtniiity  he|,| 
i'lle  .-ill  oxer  the  country.'  Simply  lie 
cause  li,,'  lioMers  expect  tu  pucket  the 
Millie  HJii.h  the  people  L:i\i'  to  it.  l!v 
takin,;  this  xaliie  for  pnlilic  revenue  pni 
pi  SI'S  we  return  it  to  the  people  who  i  re 
.'ite    it.       We    can 

Pay    Our   War    Debt 

in  this  way  without  placing  any  Inirilen 
llpiiii  the  people,  lint  mi  the  contrary 
Would  greatly  relieve  the  present  Ininlen 
of  tax.ition.  Much  of  the  laml  now  he|,| 
iille  is  owiieil  liy  prisons  ami  sharehoM 
ers  in  corporation-.,  who  ilo  not  lixe  in 
•  'amiila,  ami  who  thus  escape  all  taxes 
except    local    municipal    l:iml    t.axes. 

We  ha\e  I'olloweil  ;i  laml  imlicy,  a  tax 
atimi  policy  ami  a  railw.iy  policy  whi'h 
h;i\i'    operateil     to    literally    he;ip    wealth 

upon  the  uealthy  ami   force  re.la I  earn 

iuL's.  nnemploymeiit  ami  poverty  upon 
the  poor.  .\  pulicy  which  has  lirouirht 
lonlly  titles  to  .'i   t'ew  ami  placeil  a   ijreat 

liur.len    upon   the   | pie.      Our  ilisastroiis 

r.'iilw.'iy  piilicy  is  a  ilirect  result  of  our 
more  ili-i.-istious  l;iml  policy.  We  have 
waste.!  iiiilliiins  in  iinnecessary  railw;i\s 
to  operi  lip  laicis  to  lie  speculate.!  in. 
while  millions  of  acres  of  laml  lie  i.Ue 
arnuii.l  our  towns  ;iii.|  cities.  We  s'iil 
piiisue  tlis  w;istefiil  puli.-y.  Witliin  .-i 
I'ew  months  painphlefs  have  lieeii  issue. I 
a.l\...;iti?i(,'  settlenieht  in  the  remote 
l'e;ice  l(i\er  cumitiy.  We  hear  much 
iilioiit  waste  these  .l;iys.  Think  of  the 
awful  waste  of  lalcir  that  has  resulte.l 
from  f.iicin;;  settlement  .  .intinually  t'l 
the  more  remote  ilistiirts.  while  lainls 
convenient  to  m:irket  .ami  tlnli-t'oie  the 
more  prmlii.  five  are  liehl  i.lle.  Is  it  not 
time  we  liejian  to  legislate  for  the  pe.i|i|e 
■ami  not  fur  tin'  few.  Tluit  we  a.lupt  a 
policy  that  will  nive  the  prolit  f:om  the 
use  of  laml  to  those  who  use  it.  'l'li;it 
will  uive  the  l;in.l  value  of  the  country 
to  the  people,  who  pro.luce  all  the wealth 
of  the  country  ami  also  all  the  laml  value. 
We  can  return  the  l:iml  value  to  the  peo- 
|ile  wini  create  it  liv  taxing  laml  vakio 
for  all  piilrlic   reveni;   -■. 

The  ('aiia.lian  I.e.  ie  for  Taxation  of 
I. ami  \';ilues  li.as  a.ske.l  tluit  a  start  lie 
iiia.le  on  this  ^leat  iijitional  policy  liy 
I'lacinir  ;i  tax  of  one  per  cent,  on  the 
l.in.l  valnesiif  ('ana.l.a.  .Such  a  tax  wonhl 
liro.lm-e  an  a.l.litiona;  revenue  of  ..iliont 
.■^Ml.iioii.iiiiii.  [f  woiihi  not  ilisturli  liu.si 
ness  comlitions.  It  is  the  easiest  .•'icI 
surest  way  of  olitainin;;  the  l:i.r;;i'  a.hli 
tional  ri'M'niie  reipiireil.  If  will  not  .Iriv 
investors  out  of  the  coiintrv,  such  ms  a 
l.'ix  on  s.-nin^s  or  investments  wuiil.l  .hi, 
except    inxestors    in    natural    o|iportunitv 


Uliiit  ir<  l.'iii'l  liiml  NIK  li  iii\i>!it<ir>t  iiii'  ii 
iiirxr  f(i  tlu'  riiiiiitry.  It  Wdiihl  Ntiiniiliiti' 
|>riii|iic'tii>ri  iiii'l  iitti'!ii-t  |in|iiil:itiiiii  )i.v 
iniikiiiK  it  I'lixicr  to  tti't  ImikI  t'or  iiw 
mill  liiinliM'  tn  linl.l  IuikI  out  of  iim>,  tlit>ri> 
li\  iiicrf;i«iinf  the  rcvi'iiiii's.  It  woiilil 
liiit  |iri>vi"  liiinlt'ii^oioc  to  tliow  wlio  iisr 
tilt"  ImikI  iiihI  imMluio  all  tlif  vvi'Mlfli  of 
tlic   iiiitiiiii. 

The    Great   World    Problem. 

(iniitcr  timii  the  rcviiiic  (|in  -lion  is 
the  i.'iiiil  question.  Tlit'ro  is  m  otiit'r 
foiiMilatioii  ii|ioii  wliic'li  wi>  cnii  ImiM  tlu* 
iilcal  stiiti',  siivc  tliat  wliicli  it'i'i>(tiiizos 
the  riulit  of  ovoiy  citi/.tMi  to  oqnal  oi>- 
IHiitiiiiit.v  ill  tlu'  uso  of  tlio  l.iiiil.  Moroly 
to  1)P  liorii  into  the  woiM  .-oiivrys  tlu> 
•  ""I  jfivcii  rijjlit  of  aci't'ss  ti  laml.  The 
|iniof  of  tliirt  is,  firnt:  tliat  man  is  atiso- 
liitoly  lU'ix'iiilt'nt  upon  tlit'  land;  st'coinlly, 
the  valiu'  of  land  is  always  a  voinniunity 
value;  tliiidly.  tln>se  who  liave  Iweii  sluit 
out  froni  the  laud  liy  wronnful  eeoiioiuii' 
coiidifions.  lieconie  the  slaves  or  ilepeml- 
ents  of  their  fellows  who  doiuiiiate  the 
soil.  Nature  neve?'  intended  men  to  lie 
slaves  nor  dependents.  The  law  of  nature 
is  freedom,  ainl  freediuii  itepends  ujiou 
free  airess  to  the  soil.  Kipial  op|Mirtun- 
ity  ill  tlie  use  of  land  would  lirin;:  about 
a   free,   natural,  elastic   conditicni   of  so 

imlividuiil  woiihl  be  ahundantly  safe 
guarded,  iifTcrdintr  <'vei-y  opportunity  for 
the  hiiiliest  huiiiau  le<  I'loiuuent.  imlivii'-.- 
.'lily  and  i-cdlertively. 

The  tii.\ati<Mi  of  land  values,  besides 
providing  an  lioiu'st.  eipiitable  and  .just 
way  of  proi-urinj;  publir  revenues,  is  also 
a  iiieaii"  to  a  far  j;reater  end — the  s"lv- 
iiiK  of  the  K'i'atest  luoblem  that  con- 
fronts the  world  toilny — the  l;ind  jirob 
lem.  Tlie  whcde  theory  of  human  imdj;- 
ress.  as  many  of  the  world's  jric-itest 
thinkers  h:i\e  pointed  (Ult,  lests  upon  the 
land.     Tlie   land   is  the 

.  Basis  of  Our  Civilization. 
Tn  and  on  the  hind  we  live  and 
iiiovr'  :iiid  li:!\e  our  beiiij;.  and  from  the 
liind  we  produce  eveiythiiiK  for  our  sus- 
tenaiue.  our  c(nufort.  our  haiipiiiess.  Xo 
(Treat  problem  of  human  existence  can 
be  settled  until  tlie  laml  question  is  set- 
tled as  nature  intended  it  to  be.  and  all 
iia'ure  seems  to  declare  that  equality  of 


opportunity  in  the  u.se  of  l;ind  is  the 
necessary  accompaniment  of  ical  liberty. 
The  liiithri«ht  of  every  free  ,.cople.  .Ml 
primitiM'   peoples   reicujiii/.e  I  tint  truth. 

If  this  view  of  thi  land  (|Uestion.  as 
presented  by  siiih  Knit  thinkers  as  Car 
lylc,  Herbert  spencer.  Tolstoi,  Dove, 
lleiiiv  (ieirn''.  .leflFeisoii  and  scores  of 
others  of  tli  '  world's  most  brilliant 
minds,  backed  I'  the  arguments  of  the 
most  noted  pilitn-al  (-coiKniiists.  sii  )i  as 
.\diini  Smith,  Tiirtiot.  .lann's  Mill,  .1.  !•'. 
Mill,  Kicardo,  Cjiirns  and  others,  is  rinht. 
then  it  follows  that  thi-  socio-ecoiiotnii- 
conditions  vshitdi  jiermit  of  i,-i\ate  traf 
ficiiiK  in  the  eoniniiinal  value  of  land  i- 
the  greatest  crime  in  the  world,  the  chief 
hinilraiice  to  the  progress  of  hunianit.v , 
the  main  cause  of  the  evils  which  afllict 
the  race  .•iml  the  principal  means  by 
which  the  masses  are  exploited  for  the 
bein'it  of  the  few.  It  is  even  a  ^rreatei 
crime  than  w.'ir,  because  war  is  an  effect 
ami  not  a  cause.  The  cause  i-:  the  e.\- 
isteiice  of  economic  ci>nditions  which  en 
abh"  the  few  to  iKploit  the  masses,  jiinl 
these  uii.just  pcouomic  conditions  are 
based  on  the  exploitation  of  the  land 
for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  Is  this  con 
vi'iition  prepareil  to  t.ike  a  staihl  upon 
this  cre.'it    problem  .' 

The  Immediate  Demand. 

.\s  a  temporary  policy  for  war  imr 
poses,  we  slunild  immediately  conscript 
all  iiiconies  and  prolits  over  a  re.'isonable 
liviiiK  aiiKuint.  The  war  should  be  paid 
for  ill  this  way.  .\s  a  iierniaiient  iiolicv. 
we  shouhl  start  in  to  consi-iipt  unearned 
incomes,  thrninrh  the  taxation  of  land 
values,  Kradnally  increasiuti  the  tax  and 
dropidii};  other  forms  of  taxation,  until 
all  our  public  reveiuu's  were  raiseil  in 
this  way.  The  unearned  incomes  of  <'an 
ada  .are  amjdy  s  dlicient  for  all  ordiii:irv 
revenue  purposes,  feileral.  [irovincial  and 
niunicip.'il.  Why  then  should  we  confis 
cate  the  labor  earnings  of  any  one  for 
revenue  purposes  while  there  are  un- 
earned incomes  which  no  one  has  a  mor;il 
riyht    to    rct.'iin  .' 


I'repaied   by    1>.    \V.    Buchanan    for   the 
Single  Tax   I.eatiue   of   Western   CaiKida. 
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Secietarv  rresid"ii». 


For  further  information  and  price  list  of  books,  pamphlets  and  leaflets  upon 
The  Land  Question,  Taxation,  Free  Trade,  etc.,  write  the  League,  406  Chambers 
of  Commerce,  Winnipeg,  and  enclose  50  cents  for  one  year's  subscription  to  the 
Single  Taxer,  published  monthly  by  the  League.  It  will  keep  you  up  to  date  on 
these  and  othor  great  questions. 


